ART

REACTIVE ART IN
SECOND LIFE
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A real world art school student, Feathers is very nearly
22 years old and creates her paintings using a combi

nation of oils, mixed media montages and drawings
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at the LMU Psychology sim.
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which works were selected and exhibited next to
mine | was surprised to see a work of Feathers. | was
immediately sold and | wondered how it could be
that | hadn't yet heard of this talented artist. Since

the exhibition at the LMU, Feathers has become one
of my friends and | am closely watching her progress.
Itis amazing to see the depths of her imagination

and how she translates that to create her works.
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InSL can do anything she wants. When people

like her art work, they can buy it, and she can produce

more. There are no limits on her imagination in-world,

Every piece of art work Feathers creates is totally dif-

ferent from the previous piece as she is always trying
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art that uses SL as pa the medium.

A perfect example of this concept is a piece tell-
ing a whole story of a relationship in one canvas

Warm heart Cold Heart". Simple and emotional,

Feathers captures the beginning and the end of
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and Blood" tells the story of a lovely person in Feath-
ers'life. A sweet, kind, generous, strong, loving,
beautiful friend who contracted a serious illness,
caused her to be tired all of the time, drained, pale
and waste away. Feathers' grief was overwhelm
ing and she was inspired to create a portrait of her
friend, with x-rays and medical imagery but her
beauty still shining through. Feathers wanted to
capture the emotional moment of a friend who
was diminishing and almost gone. Thankfully, in

the end, her friend did recover from her illness
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some pieces that will never be shown again be
cause the pieces were "hated" or disturbed people.
When | was shown these controversial pieces |
was astonished to see that these were in fact great
art works when viewed with an open mind.

To honor her art work, and give these pieces an-
other shot at the light of day, | am including them
here in this article and will let Feathers explain
her intent and why these works were created.

Feathers moved away from home to attend col-
lege in Boston, Massachusetts, While she was
gone, one of her friends (a brilliant painter) fell
in with the wrong crowd. She wasn't around
when Feathers returned from college and vis
ited her hometown. Later Feathers discovered
that her friend had overdosed on heroin.

This tragic experience was the inspiration behind
the art work called "Requiem” as in "Requiem for
a dream.” The piece was intended to convey the
misguided allure, ugliness, craziness and the sub

“Witch Hunt 1", By Feathers Boa

sequent horror of drugs. The controversy began
when viewers of the piece misinterpreted the in-
tent and thought the art work was pro-drugs.

Another piece, which | think is one of her best works,
is also controversial and proved to be one that

most people couldn't handle. Feathers explained
that when she was a little girl she was called names
and suffered some abuse. She was placed into a
state foster care system at the age of 12 and fortu-
nately was assigned to a wonderful older couple,
who changed her life completely. Feathers is still
processing her past and working through things,
With this in mind, she made a hate-filled self por-
trait about self pity and how some people can get
caught up in feeling sorry for themselves. The in
spired piece is called “Witch Hunt" and features back-
ground images drawn from the Salem Witch Trials.

In the art work, the nude image of Feathers shows
her eyes closed at the stake. As the viewer walks
up to the image, the flames at her feet ignite, her
eyes open and she looks down on you, accusingly.

Itis the antithesis of "Flesh and Blood" Some people
have called this piece pornographic, others accused
Feathers of child pornography. But let’s be clear of
one thing, this is no underage woman highlighted

in this piece, Itis a shame that Feathers decided to
withdraw this piece of art from the SL creative scene.

In 2010, Feathers will participate in a real life show
at the Harbor Gallery in Boston with other Caerleon
Artists, an assembled group created by Georg Janick,
professor at Boston University, of very talented art
ists and writers who have settled in a colony on
Caerleon Isle, Artists on the colony work and live
there collaboratively, as well as individually, and
many give lectures and workshops on their art. The
island itself has been transformed into a fascinat
ing and sometimes chaotic collective work of art
featuring the works of Bryn Oh, Nonnatus, Glyph
Graves and many more, all curated by Gary Zabel.

It was Gary Zabel, Ph.D, professor at the University
of Massachusetts who by coincidence found Feath-
ers Boa in-world, saw that she was a student at the
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University, and suggested she bring her art into SL.

About Feathers work, Dr. Zabel stated on his blog
that"For all her expertise her technical virtuosity is
never an end in itself, but the vehicle for communicat-
ing a depth of feeling that ranges from the most play:
ful lightheartedness to the darkest spiritual states, In
her most profound works, she expresses the extremes
of this affective range in elaborating a single theme.
Like all genuine art, her creations resist easy para-
phrase. But we are fortunate to have in SL an artist
who challenges our perceptive abilities with material
so richly significant, She promises nothing less than
toilluminate a human condition in which vulnerabil-
ity and transcendence are inseparably intertwined.”

“Art is not about the artist, but the VIEWER of art.”
Feathers Boa

www.feathersboa.com




